Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.049; wR factor = 0.143; data-to-parameter ratio = 18.9.
In the title compound, C 7 H 4 F 2 O 2 , the dihedral angle between the benzene ring and the carboxylate group is 33.70 (14) . In the crystal structure, inversion dimers linked by pairs of O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogren bonds occur, generating R 2 2 (8) loops. The dimers are linked into sheets lying parallel to (102) by C-HÁ Á ÁF hydrogen bonds.
Related literature
For general background to 2,6-diflorobenzylchloride derivatives, see: Beavo (1995) ; Beavo & Reifsnyder (1990) ; Nicholson et al. (1991) . For the stability of the temperature controller used in the data collection, see: Cosier & Glazer (1986) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). The derivatives of 2,6-diflorobenzylchloride involved in the inhibition of phosphodiesterases (PDEs) are enzymes which catalyze PDEs. These derivatives are classified into seven families, five of which, PDE1-PDE5, have been characterized (Beavo, 1995) . The hydrolysis of cyclic nucleotides was evaluated according to the methods in given the references (Beavo & Reifsnyder, 1990; Nicholson et al., 1991) .
The molecule of the title compound, (I), (Fig. 1) is not planar with the dihedral angle between the benzene ring and the carboxylate group being 33.70 (14)°. In the crystal structure, the molecules are linked into pairs of centrosymmetric dimers by intermolecular O2-H1O2···O3 hydrogren bonds (Table 1) . These dimers are linked into two-dimensional plane by the intermolecular C3-H3A···F2 hydrogen bonds (Fig. 2 , Table 1 ) parallel to (102).
Experimental 2,6-Difluorobenzylchloride (0.01 mol, 1.7 g) was added drop-wise with stirring into a round bottom flask containing 25 ml water and then refluxed for two and half hours. The gum compound precipitate formed was filtered and dissolved in alkaline water. Hydrochloric acid was then added drop-wise with stirring. The white precipitate formed was dissolved in methanol.
Colourless needles of (I) were formed at room temperature overnight and filtrated and dried at 333 K.
Refinement
All hydrogen atoms were located in a difference Fourier map and refined freely. Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I) with 50% probability ellipsoids for non-H atoms. 
Special details
Experimental. The crystal was placed in the cold stream of an Oxford Cryosystems Cobra open-flow nitrogen cryostat (Cosier & Glazer, 1986 ) operating at 100.0 (1) K. 
